60         DECISIVE MOMENTS IN THE HISTORY OF ISLAM
Duke Eudo saw that Prince Charles (Karl) had defeated
and annihilated him, and that he could not avenge
himself with receiving succour from somewhere, he
allied himself with the Saracens of Spain and asked them
to help him against Prince Charles and Christendom.
The Saracens and their king who was called Abderame
came out of Spain with all their wives and their chil-
dren, and all their substance in such great multitude
that no man could reckon or estimate them. They
brought with them all their armour and whatever they
had as if they were henceforth always to dwell in
France. They traversed La Gironde, captured the city
of Bordeaux, killed the people, pillaged the churches,
devastated all the plains and marched till Poitieu."17
" Then Abderrahman, seeing the land filled with
the multitude of his army, pierces through the moun-
tains, tramples over rough and level ground, plunders
far into the country of the Franks and smites all with
the sword, insomuch that when Eudo came to battle
with him at the river Garonne, and fled before him,
God alone knows the number of the slain. Then Abder-
rahman pursues Count Eudo, and while he strives to
spoil and burn the holy shrine at Tours, he encounters
the chief of the Austrasian Franks, Charles, a man of
war from his youth, to whom Eudo had sent warning.
There, for nearly seven days, they strive intensely, and
at last they set themselves in battle array; and the
nations of the north standing firm as a wall, and im-
penetrable as a zone of ice, utterly slay the Arabs with
the edge of the sword.
** But when the Austrasian people by the might of
their massive limbs, and with iron hands striking straight
from the chest their strenuous blows, had laid multi-
tudes of the enemy low, at last they found the King
(Abdercahman) and robbed him of life. Then night
disparted the combatants, the Franks brandishing their
swords on high in scorn of the enemy. Next day rising
at earliest .dawn and seeing the innumerable tents of